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What are the Facts 7 


BY JAMES B, SIMMONS, D, D. 


At the request” of my dear brother, Rev. Dr. 
E. E. L, Taylor, I cheerfully give'the facts con- 
cerning the purchase of the Freedmen's School 
property at Nasbville, Tenn. 

First. Two years before I became Secretary, 
this 8ehool was founded. By whom the a 
was 86!ected I do not know, 

The ite, however, is very bad and mean. The 
ground is '#1deling, rough, and muddy.” It is 
murrounded by miserable shanties, and bounded |. 
by streets unworthy of the name of streets, In- 
deed, 80 impazssable are these 20-called $treets, 
that my college friend, J. P. Dake, M. D., of 
Nashville, who has done much . gratuitous ser- 
vics professionally, for the school, azzured me 
that he did not deem it safe to'try to reach the 
«<hool building in the night-time, when called 
thither in cages of gickness. We were aiming 


ation in view of the Fisk's #wperior site and 
splendid buildings, when contrasted with our 
mean site and inferior building, Generation 
after generation it would have been said, © For 
&hame ! for shame / that the Baptiszts should 
not have planned more wizely in founding their 
Nazshwville school ! * 


_ 


i 
% 


| arvid bs 


we could ak.” I had 
been of this —_ for several days, and. we 
did get it—thanks to the kind favor of our : 
Heavenly Father! 

Fifth. In considering the Nashville-purohase, 
the great value of the Gordon Zouse should be 
mentioned. It is very expensive to put up new. 
buildings. We have found it 80 at New Orleans, 
at Raleigh, and at Washington. 

The Wayland building, for example, is eighty 
feet long, forty-four feet wide, and five tories 
high, and will cost fully $30, 000 when completed. 
This is for building aLoxs, mark you! and it 
will be very cheap ; for the Way building 


" [is very euperior. The Gordon House at Nach- 
| ville is not less guperior, arid is eighty feet long, 


forty-eight feet wide (four feet wider than Way- 

), and, with «mall expense in the attic, can 
be made into four good tories. But to pat up 
the Gordon building, as it now etunds, and 


— wo 
THE, NASHVILLE INSTITUTE. ' 
This bailding is oy (cn compaſs bub. he ud. Hoey. the 
Fourth. It was therefore maniſest, that to 
remain on our muddy side-hill lot, in s long, 
awkward old hell of a building, and under the 
shadow of the great Fiszk Univerity, rising 80 
proudly ' over our | heads, meant death fo the 
Baptist 8choot For we could not retain either 
the patronage or the respect of the colored 


to remove from” this place, and had 'everal people, or of the whites, in sach circumstances. 


thonsand dollars pledged towards a new site, 
but were hindered, as will zoon appear. 

Second. Near-by this miserable spot is a high, 
choice of ground, known as « Fort Gil- 
lem,” which Brother Phillips had planned to 
purchase, Bat the managers of the * Fizk Uni- 
veraity,” with their'* Jabiles Singers' ” money, 
were, to use his own words, © too quiek ” for 
him, They purchased - zome twentyffive or 
thirty acres, embracing * Fort Gillem,” and pro- 
ceeded tg. erect their aplendid College - building, 
known as * Jubilee Hall,” almost over Brother 
Phillips's bead. This building will prob- 
ably coat, from $75,000 to $100,000 when com- 
pleted. 

Third. Not « member of the. Home 
Mission Board, 80 far as is known, yored re- 
maining on any conditions under the eaves of 
the Fiek University. Our school, even with 
the best we could have done in that locality, 
would have been a constant occaion of humili- 


The colored people and the white people of 
Nashville therefore, and also Brother Phillips 
himself, favored leaving North Nashville after 
looking at all the facts. I told Brother Phillips 
plainly, however, of the prospect that I might 
not remain at the rooms after the anniversaries, 
and charged him not to favor the' purchase of 
the thirty acres known as the * Gordon prop- 
erty ” (sﬆituated a mile and a half away), except 
with that understanding. And in view of it 
all, he - not only favored the purchase, 


gecure other useta! improvements on the place, 
which' came with the purchase, I think would 
have cost us over thirty thousand dollars. 89 
that, by purchasing instead of building at Nash- 
ville, we virtually get the thirty, acres of land 
thrown in; and if we can the whole, it 
will be = great thing. Oovered with model 
cottages, they would rent well, and the whole 
enterprise would become a source of inspiration, 
as well as of educational improvement, to the col- 
ored race all over. nf tp Che 


Sixth. 8 - was one 'noble- 
hearted members of our Board this pur- 
chase (Nathan Bizbop, LL. Dy) -that in the 
midst of the Board meeting in I told my 
ye NS 
ville Ie ming ponent _—_ bak 
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bs boner fe 
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all the facts in the cace, and bave arrived at the follow- 
ivg conclusions, vis; That, considering the | 


80d spacious attic, fine cle- 
tern, eprings, well, gas-houss of brick in Gothic ayle, 
and gas generator; 6table and out bounces, forest trees, 


fruitarees, the entire thirty acres well walled in, with 


© an Ovage orange bedge along much of the front, and 


containing « frontage of nearly 2,0C0 feet along « well 
macademized road, and in the most popular suburb of 
the city, where land is riging in value ; and alzo gitu- 
ated midway between the new Vanderbilt Untiveraity 
grounds and the Mrs. Acklen eviate (the latter 


_ _ the mort bighly embellicbed grounds in all Middle 


Tennexoce); these facts, together with the unueually 
favorable terms upon which the degotiation has been 
made, lead me to the conclugion that it is one of the 
most exiraordinary purchases that have ever come under 


my observation. . 
- * H: 6, SCOVEL, 
* Real Eactate Agent. 
* Wo indore covery word of the above atatement by 
Mr. Scovel, 
* ABRAM SMITH, 
d | * HENEKY HARDING, 
* Real Extate Agents.” 


* Mr. H. G. Scovel is the chief real extate agent among 
the whites, «nd is considered one of our moet akiliful 
and able business men. Smith and Harding stand as 
high among the colored people. 
| « D, W. PHILLIPS.” 

Eighth. Testimony of the Colored Board at 
Nasbville. . 

At « meeting of the Colored Educational 


. Board, held March 14th, 1874, s committee of 


three were. appointed to draft guitable reaolu- 
tions, exprexxing the sense of the Board. The 
following were adopted: 


* Whereas, The Loyi bas bentowed his bleexings upon 
us, opening the way whereby Rov. J. B. Simmons D. D., 
Correaponding Secretary of the American Baptiat Home 
Mizgion Society, in behalf of and for the Society, has 
purchazed the well-known © Gordon ” property of thiny 
nerves, for the permanent eats blisbment bf an institu- 
tion for colond men and women. 

* And whereas, The purchasn of 80 valuable « site for 


of | well as the citizens of Nasbville who 
have no and highly approved ; 


* Recolved, That we do hereby indorse the action of the 
Bociety through Brother Simmons, and that we will do 
all in our.power to amizt in cupporting this laudable 


| 2.9. 20808, | Comet 


» * A. SMITH, | 
Ninth. Let it be remembered that it is about 


io and in full view of this city, I have carefully weighed 


| the scbool, the generations that come after us 


school, viz.: that at Nasbville. Invtead" of 
establishing five scbools, as the Bodrd have done 
along the Atlantic coat, it is propored to make 
the Nasbville Institute, and the Leland Univer- 
vity at New Orlestis, the wo scnoors for all the 
Western and Eouth-western region, £0 far as 
| the Home Mission Society is concerned. 


Two Indians from the Indian Territory are 
already students at Nasbville. ' Colored pupils 
have also come to our Natbville Echool frem as 
far north as Chicago; from as far Kast as Vir- 
ginia; and from as far South as Mobile, Ala- 
bama! 


Of course, the appointments for such a scbool 
as the Nasbville sbould be liberal. If we can 
keep the whole thirty acres—some of the Board 
favor doing it ; 80 do some of the New England 
friends; 80 do Z. But if we are compelled to 
ell, we can, of course, spare fifteen or twenty. 
acres, thus leaving us either fifteen acres, or ten. 
These surplus acres, Brother H. G. Scovel, the 
real-estate agent, told me, ought to bring, after 
a little, $1,000 an acre. But how could we bet- 
ter endow this -school than by retaining the 
whole thirty acres, and when able, io ſuture 
years, cover fifteen or twenty acres with peat 
and inviting cottages to rent—the rental going 
to support the school. 

Tenth. The amounts and times of payment 
on the Nashville purchase are as follows : 


1. On receiving the deed of the property making it 
over to the American Baptist Home Mizsion Society, 
Mageh 18t, 1874, we paid cazh down. $1,600 

2. Note due Sept. 1st, 1874, without interest, 4,400 

(Before this paper reaches the reader, 
the September note will have been 
paid, as more than money enough is 
in hand at this writing). 

8. Note due March 1st, 1875, without ivterest, 


4. Note due Sept. Jt, 1875, without interest, 6,000 
5, Note due March let, 1876, without interest, 4,000 
7. Note due Bept. lot, 1276, without interest, 6,000 
8. Note due March 1st, 1877, without interest, 65,000 


The Home Mizsion Board, by formal vote, ap- 
proved of this purcbase, and as&umed the pay- 
ment of the notes. 

By securing the three years of time, in which 
to make payments, and all without interet, 
the property, in reality,” costs us less than 
$27, 000. One of the leading men of the Fisk 
zchool zaid to me, with emphasis, * That is a 
cheap property.” I consider it not only wonder- 
Fully cbeap, but by all odds the choicest site, 


will rise up and call us bleased. 


+ J.B.&-; 
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vast area the Baptists have but one freedmen's| 


«* Dzar Broturs ;—At Fergus Falls we ©. 
ganized with fourteer members, ix brethre 
right in the prime of life, ard 2mong the active 
business men of the town, with their wives, cn, 
elderly man and one yourg sivgle man. It is, 
better beginning than avy other denominaticy 
has wade. Our fwede Church is doing wa 
there, numbering now some thirty member, 
Brother Okerson is supportirg himself by incur. 
ance business, and doing* good service to the 
cause of Christ. On the 24th of May he bay 
tized twelve Norwegians, formerly Lutherans, 
and organized them into # church at Rolling 
Fork, Pope Co. He is spreading himself over, 
wide area, and gets access to Scandinavians in 
the way of business better, perbaps, than be 
could «imply as a miasionary. In my own work 
I feel x0mewhat embarrazzed in not baving the 
rear occupied and protected by pastors. The 
Pedos are exceedingly vigilant and ready to 
make a coup on any unprotected point. I car- 
not feel that there is exsential gain in occupying 
new points to the sacrifice of older ones. 1 hare 
managed to keep our pulpit occupied here con- 
stantly for several months with no expense to 
the society, except a portion of wy own time, 
and have, in the meantime, inquired and cor- 
responded to find a man to come in as & pastor. 
The . farming country is ſast filling up, and the 
prospects for the future are very good. The 
towns are growing slowly but: healthily. The 
period of speculative mushroom growth is past, 
and snch is my faith in the capabilities of the 
country and the purpozes of Divine Providence 
that I can scarcely conceive of any expectations 
ever realized in any country that I would con- 


| sider extravagant as applied to this. Human 


childhood is subject to an extended catalogue 
of diseases for the most part eazily managed and 
harmless, and there is sometbing analogous to it 
in the experience of infant communities. For 
the last eight or ten months we of the northwest 
have been like a whole family down with tbe 
measles at once, but I frust we have reached the 
point of a hopeful convalescence with little danger 
of relapse. My own faith and courage bas never 
wavered in the least, and I rejoice with unfeigned 
gratitude over the hopeful signs of the future, 
To-morrow an institute for the northwest com- 
mences its seasion. in Minneapolis. O, may the 
Head of the Oburch be there to guide and govern 
all things, in this large convocation of ministers, 
to the best results for his kingdom and glory. 


« J. E. Woop, Mizzionary. 
« DueTROrT, Bxcoxzs Co., Mnxa.” 


Developing Sdif-reliance. 
«* Dzaz Broturs :—The churches are devel 
oping u little in self-reliance. They begid to 
feel that they can do something toward their 
own 8upport, even though they are small and 
weak, This spirit ought to be carefully culti- 
vated in the weakest of our churches. It is 
part of the reward of our labor here to see gome 
development in this direction. 


«MM. Hzaru, Miezionary- 
* Wround, Del.” *"Y 
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Principles and Purposes. 
[x carrying forward their work, it is the aim 
of the American Baptiss Home Board : 

1. To practice #nch gorupulons economy in 
every department of the ervice, as is found to 
be consigtent with the highest efficiency. 

2. To occupy fields of the very best promise, 
-2ntres of inflaence, centres of power ; and from 
thezs to move aggreatively outward, as from a 
vellazsumed military base. 

3. To spend none of the money of the Society 
upon 4 man Simply because' he is poor, or be- 
cauxe he applies for aid, but to employ as labor- 
ers, men of known industry, piety, energy, and 
efficiency. Missionary money is very sacred. It 
hould be made to yield the largest returns pos- 
ible. The Board mean to employ that class of 
men for secretaries, missionaries, and principals 
and teachers of training-schools for colored 
preachers, who. will be, by the help of God, the 
authors and organizers of their own success. 

4. To insist that the pastors and churches 
aided, hall not merely strive to become self-5up- 
porting as $s00n as powible, but from the very 
first and aLwars to be contributing churches, 
on the ground that only such churches are of the 
New Testameat type. ETD: 

5. To strike for the best lot in town where a 
meeting-house is to be built, and never to en- 
courage extravagance” in building, but, on the 
contrary, economy, commodiousness, durability 
and taste. 

6. In making loans from the Edifice Fund, to 
encourage churches to borrow in as small sams 
as pomible, and to free themselves from debt 
at the earliest possible moment. 

——  ———_— 
The Names of Churches. 

The Preacher gives the following list of names 
of the congregations of the Azsociate Reformed 
Charch in the vicinity of Pittsburg, as a speci- 
men of the bad taste displayed in this matter: 

* Raccoon, White Eyes, Chartier's Oross 
Roads, - Robinson” Ram, West Fork, Cherry 
Fork, Muddy Oreck, Bear Creek, Wolf Creek, 
Deer Creek, Sandy Creek, Sugar Creek, Crook- 
ed Creek, and the like. 

* This reminds us of an anecdote of the late 
Rev. James Marshall, of Shelby County, Ky. 
He was appointed a delegate to represent the 
Presbytery of Louisville in the General Aszem- 
bly, many years since. He arrived after the cs- 
ions had commenced, and when his name was 
about to be enrolled, the Moderator | 
what church he was bishop. He that be 
as Bishop of * Bull Skin and Fox Run.” This 
produced snch an outburst of laughter from the 
whole' Azsembly, that be came back and peti- 


tioned the Preabytery to change the names of 


his congregations to Shiloh and Olivet, which 
they have ever since borne. | 

* We could give zome «pecimens in the Pres- 
byterian Charch, that will. fully equal the 
Preacher's Raccoon Chureb ; but if we wished 
to get the bent specimens we 8bould have to cull 
from the list 'of our Baptist brethren. They have 


Tail 


of 


in Virginia, « Turkey Cock, Tar Wallet, and Cat 


Plan of the Churoh-Edifice Fund. 
1. The Churoh-edifice Fund of the American 
Baptist Home Mizssion Society is intended to aid 
feeble churches in their incipient efforts to es- 
tablish the institutions of the Gospel. | 
- 2. The amount of aid granted in each cas 
will be 8mall; it will depend much upon the 
amount raized by the applicants themselves ; and 
will be intended as the final payment on the cost 
of the edifice. 

3. The lot on which the edifice is erected m ust 
be of ample dimensions, centrally situated for 
the purpose of pablic worship, and the title of 
the applicants to it must be tree of all encum- 
brances. 


4. When aid is granted it will be in the 
form of loans, properly #ecured, drawing an an- 
nual interes; of zeven per cent., and 10 be re- 
funded in a term of years. Dvnations can be 
made only when money has been contributed to 
the treasury, and degignated by the donors for 
that purpose. 

5. Loans made by the Board will be transmit- 
ted in installments, as the building progreases, 
 unless otherwise ordered. 

6. Before any money can be rar over fo a 
Church or Society, the following papers muest be 

1. A certified copy of the Charter or Act of Incorpors. 
tion of the church or society acking aaciotance. 

2. A copy of the Proceedings of the "Ecdleginatical 
Council that recognized the church, or «atisfactory ovi- 
dence that the church was properly organized, and is in 
the fellowship of regular Baptist Charcbes. 

3. A copy of the vote of the charch or society author- 
izing the Trustees to obtain the loan-applicd for, with 
« certificate of the clerk of the church, signed by the 
deacons, showing that the yote was unanimously paazed 
at « regular meeting of the church. 

4. An abstract of title, with ccarches ghowing that 
the church or corporation has on Record a good title to 
and owns in FER SINPLE and unencumbered, the lot on 
which the charch edifice is, or is to bs, located ; also, s 
map of «aid lot, and an eatimate of its SALABLE YALUE. 
The Trustees of a church propozing to BUY 4 MEETING- 
Hou, must gend to the Board « deccription of the 
house, stating its cach valae and the price at which 


acription of it to the Board, spociffing what improve- 
ments they intend to make, and what the property will 
be worth when completed. 


and lot, bearing interest at soven per cent. per annum, 
and MADE PAYABLE TO THE AuzRICan Barrier Homes 
M1s810x Society. Interest, in all caves, payable gomi- 
annually at the office of the Society in the city of New 
York. 

6. Though our loans, if needed $0 long, ares allowed 
to run from ons to three, and in aome cages oven to five 
years, the bond and mortgage, or note and mortgage, 
mast be made payable in ONE TEAR, and a clauce in. 
corted therein, that whenever the charch ahall fail to 
pay the interest PROMPTLY, the principal shall become 
4us, and the Board may at their option, forecloss the 


the 


to the Society. | 
8. Frnatsy—A Certificate from « reeponaible 
lor at law, living in their vicinity, declaring, after = 


janntes. dgatiey Fed. Ho af FIODS 


aro exocuted and acknowledged in due form of law to. 
bind the corporation and the 


to be renewed when the game oxpires and receipt gent | 


LIND TY 


To avoid the trouble and expenae of recording an un- 
Mortgage, it is better to 2end the bond and 


A Fearful State of Things. 
«* Dnan Baorunn :—The most touching ap- 


peals for help are coming to me from all parts 
of this great State, and we have gothing with 


which to answer them, as we have already had 


appropriated to us from your treavury nearly all, 


I prezume, to which we shall be entitled for the 
present year, according to the terms of our co- 
operation with you. One brother writes me 
from the Arkansas Valley : 


« * If you could only be here and zoe the mighty influx 
of people, and the fact that no preachers of our deno m- 
ination are coming with them, you would try and cond 
us more laborers for this wide and large field.” 


« Another zays: | 

** We have labored on this field for more than three 
years; have been willing to «hare with the people in 
their privations as well as in theig progperity. Nearly 
through the whole winter we lived on corn dodgor and 
pork, and should be willing to do «0 aguin if wo 
thought it was Yod'a-will * * ©* The crops ares fail- 
ing here, and « hard time is at hand, and. nnlees help 


Fd 


deatruction of the crops by the chinch bag is traly 
alarming. Many of the upland farms in this vidaity 
have been nearly stripped. Most of our members have 
suffered much, and deing poor, will have to commence 
winter almost totally deatitate of provicions.” 


« The mas who writes this is one of our bent 


brethren in the State. And these are only apeci- of 
mens of what is coming to me from all quarters. /* 
[ get thess letters and often «it down” and weep - 
over them. To weep and pray is about all I can 7 
I asvure you, my dear brother, .- 


do in the matter. 


5. & bond and firs mortgags on the meeting-hoagse | 3Cres 
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comes goon, we do not ge bow ws ain eabeiet. The 


that the people of Kanzas are poor, foarfully 
| poor. The people enst can have no conception :; 
of it. Thouzands came here and took up home- 3: 
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ing tho dra of» tarp eny 
_ viding for his ccmſort. + Why is it,” 
2ald one; *that they aro 50 much more 
| k propertion to their 
dna said the other, 
oa 3 Filho rea ® ions neon 
pr body: t they have come to ap- 
Ply the ce me cale of giving to himeelf 
and family.” The answer was correct, 
and the principle is one of universal 


_- = 


The Best Paper In The World. 

* Dzan Buornxx:—l love those words, North 
America for Christ, and I tell our brethren that 
the Hownz Mizszo0n Hxraly is the best paper in 
the. world. "Money is very scarce, and our 
brethren poor, | Enologed find twenty cents for 
the paper. 'T hope to live to tee the day when 
all our brethren will take the Hzzaiy and be- 
come working and praying missjonaries. 


*«*D, O. Srrrzs. 
* MiLwoverx, Inn.” 


_— — 


Afraid 11 


© Some people coem to be afraid to 
make their wills. They OUGHT to be 
afraid-NOT to do it. That God will 
require us to give account of our stew- 
ardehip ap it relates to Property, there 
can be no doubt. The Bible is plain 
and peatiiun on this enkjent. | 


Executing One's Own Will. 


E. A. R. (which we- q 40 be Rev. E. A. 
Russell) writes to the = 


iT... I have-juct noticed the <xce of a Chitetian-who has, 
nome years since, placed in bis will a legacy for one of 
our denominational but, upon more mature re- 
EG A re rg He reasoned 
in this way : * Go ye into all the world and preach the 
goopel to every creature ” is « command to the living, « 
work'to be doſe now while living, not aſter death. It is 

to go, or to help others to go. 
CNS oO nn 
that couls have been won to Christ 


& others to go.* Not aatiafied with | 


rags ke ayer hems” anda wi 
anda n ghd wengoghges be nds wohoges 
obey the Divine command. .-. I think it is true that 
our denominational intereats have lost half of the known 
ena onr 10 je hm Fhoagh perkppatten ot bp, 
lrg of relations, 1 have now in mind « 


>the Lord $10,000. He is now in his grave 
withont oven « tombetone to mark his resting place, 
* > 00mg 09 igapanny ens int 


Form of. a Bequeet to the. Society. 
F "5 Sv Gnd: doquenthdv-ths Acmert- 
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4) Richmond netitute; © © © 
pea very marded news 90 agar 
in tbe buildings of this institution. The old 
coating of mastic has been removed entirely | PY 
from the most prominent ide of the building, 
and bas been replaced by new. On the other 
sides of the house, wherever it was necessary, the 
old has been replace&by new. [A modern iron 
cresting has been put up on the top of the build- 
ing, where at one time it was designed to erect a 
cupola. The cbimneys have been painted, and 
various improvements have been made, which 
add very much to theappearance of the premises. 

It is propcsed during the coming year to ad- 
mit a limited number of young ladies to the 
class rooms. At prerent there can be no accom- 
modations for boarding them on the premises. 
Plans are laid, however, by which it is hoped to 
secure grounds on which, at no distant day, to 
erect buildings for the accommodation of colored 
young ladies. 

A eburch has been organized in connection 
with the institution ; its membership is of course 
not confined to the students. The Principal of 
the institution is pastor. Grounds have already 
been secured on which to erect a mission chapel, 
which, it is hoped, will be built during the year, 
This mission work, it is thought, will be an ex- 
cellent preparation for the further duties of min- 
isterial life, when the neminary couree is at an 
end.-- National Baptizt. 


_ 
—_— 


Over $1.68 per Member. 
«Dzax Bioruns :—Encloged find my third 


quarterly report. The Lord has blessed my 
labors abundantly. , Twenty have united with 


during . the last quarter to the Home Mission 
Society $101 in cash, and subscribed $61 besides. 


*L A.Jaxrmoxs, Mis'y, 
* Drcxmnoox Co., Kan,” 


Notn.—This brother is one of our faithful laborers 
among the Germans. 


From Our Chinese Misslon. 
* Dzax Broturn, —This _— is for my third 


teaching and preach- 
ing the doetrine of Jeaus at vixty four meetings 


. FEE os SEPTE: 
fifty pupils and" fifty teachers. We "FO 
past | encouraged by - the-arrival - of | another 


Chiva ; also by the conversion of two young men, 

pupils of the mizsion, who were received for bap- 
tiem by the First Baptist Chureb this evening, 
the ordinance to be adm inictered next Lord's 
day. ' We have evidence of a number of others 
who are; under a good - inflaence and will als 
put on the Lord Jesus. May the Lord continne 
to grant his bleesing to the labors of his servant 
in bringing many precious souls to Christ. 

* Your brother in Christ, 


* Luz Ker, Mizs'y. 
* Bin Francimco, Car.” 


__ 


A Noble P 
* Duan Bno,:;—I was permitted in. the months of 
April and May to baptize six new converts as the fruits 
of our labor and prayers. My purpose is now to cow 
the cved” of the word afrenh, to invite ainners on the 
men rey Ru Ca. 
* H, Frraxan, Mizionary. 


\ 


* SYRAcuaR, N.Y.” 


_— 


From lowa. 

*Dzanz BrotTuxz:— Yours of 30th ult. has 
been received; read and thought over. I should 
like to give you all the information you ask for, 
would if I could. The Baptists in Tows are 
about 22,000 strong. The Disciples—Campbell- 
ites—olaim about the same. They bave no reli- 
able statistics. The M. E. Church claim 50,000, 
nearly. The Congregationaliats have, say 10,000. 
The Presbyterians 6 to 8,000, and 80 on down to 
nects of n few hundred 'each. The Baptist 
Churches in Iowa are not able to provide for the 
destitution in the State. We have one hun- 
dred counties, I think; there are thirty 
of them with no Baptist. Church in 
them, and probably fifty to one -hun- 
dred county seats and large towns and 
villages together, without a Baptist 
Church. Northwestern Jows is new, just set- 
tled by homesteads. Several counties whose 
subsistence was destroyed last year by grass- 

There are fifteen to twenty counties 
in that portion of the State. Splendid /country 
this, with perhaps eight. or ten amsll Baptist 
Charches, not one of which can snstain & pastor 
alone, _ Then the older /portions. of the. State, 
with geveral strong churcbes, comparatively, is 
not able to do as much as bas been eupponed. 
Nearly every one-of our larger churches bave 
recently built bouzes/ and are atill in debt on 
them, of are just getting out of debt, or are 
about to build, &e. . 

« J, F. Cans. 


* Ouxatoon, Tows.” wo 
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From Nebraska. 

* Dzan Bno. —1 have again entered ſully upon the 
work. I trust I may have the prezence and blemaing of 
the Master. My field is « largo ons, too large, indeed, 
for any one man, Upon this account, too mach ought 
not to be expected of me. Tt is finpoestble for one to 
.opread himeelf out 20 thin ns to cover two counties, 
each thirty-six miles square, and accomplich great re- 


| aults. | But with the blegaing of God 1 will do all Lean. 


TY 1... EO, OT 


brother from the First Baptist Church in Canton, . 


Revived, — That there is no argument, either 
in Seripture or reason, for gatbering children 
into clasves and teaching them God's Word, 
vhich does not apply with equal force to adults. 

Rezolved, —That every clazs ought to be taught 
the Christian duty of be nevolence in the giving 
of money, and that the gatherings of misionary 
offerings from these elaezcs, from Sabbath to 
Sabbath, fncluding gifts for the Ameri- 
can Baptiet Home IKizion Society ! 
onght to be the" order of the day, all _ the 
land. Text, Prov. i. v, 10. 


— 


Destit ute of Bible Instruction. 

Is the Anwual Report of the State Sabbath 
School Co mmittee of the Connecticut Boptist 
Convention, there is the following important 
statement ; | 

« There are fifty thousand. youth in the State, 
between the ages of four and sixteen years, 

zolly destitute of Bible instruction.” | . 

«They will s0on be beyond. our reach. What 
we do for them must be done quickly.” 


_— 


A Sad State of Things. 
A rrouTNExT Baptist, who bas recently trav- 
ded extensively through the South, in speaking 
about the wants of the colored ans: 


«Not one minister in five hundred 
could lead, a teachers” "found fn the 
5uch a meeting I have not found in the 
South among colored people. 

*In churches of 1,000 members, or more, if 
there is a Sunday -+chool at all, it is usually 
maller than you Sexe) find in white churches 
in the North, that bad not 50 members. They 
ing well, In all my journeys I have fallen in 
vith only one white teacher in a colored Baptist 
Sunday-school, and that was a Congregational 


female. 


Sorx.—Ws pript the above extract for the purpose 
of showing to our friends the importance and magni- 
'ude of the work among the Freedmen. 


_—_— 
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Bulid Church Edifices, or 
Churches die. 

Katt © dur adn irik have houses of 

orship, or die. Appropriating money to. be 

reached out in cgþins and in migerable log 

that belong to anybody or every- 

ly or nobody, is about as profitable as the last 

ew years? land apeculation. 

here, Baptists and Methodists break ground ; 

il early and late; in season, out of season ; and 


vItk's 


have been illuminated by yast areas of fires in 
all directions, burving over mar+b, prairie, ard 
bluff, and as T have gazed vpon them, oh ! how 
I bave wished that the whole field from which 
funds for our Home Mission work come might 
be warmed and iNuminated with this crying ve- 
ceasity of which” 1 write, and not s dark cold 
heart remain. Tf the material for combustion 
were bere at home, most quickly would I apply 
the torch (if I could), and then devotedly tan 
the flame. What intelligent mechanic would 
employ ® gang of bands to carry on his work 
without suitable buildings in which to Jabor? 
W hat merchant would forward large invoices 
of goods for ale and provide no ators where 
they could be disposed of ? Not ons. And yet, 
just that thing is done by the patrons of Home 
Missions. Oh ! if the intelligent portion of our 
brethren east, would zee this matter in Its true 
light, they. would quickly set 'themselves to 
rights. The relation of building to sustaining 
public woryhip is just the reverse here to what 
it is east. 

Many of onr brethren would willingly go to 
the extent of human endeavors to secure & place 
of worship, and thus prevent the fruits of their 
8elf-denying toils being ungraciously taken from 
them by their welk-furnished and not reluctant 
hundred | 2eighbors. 


Nortr.—The above extract of « letter frem Rev. C. 
Wiltert, Wis,, was received by ws in the —_— 1861, 
and-embodied in the 2th Annnal Report of the Board. 
We commend it once more to our brethren every where. 


——_—— 

Form of a Bequest for Church Edi- 
flce Fund. 

«T give and devise to the American 


Ba 
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Bverything is no-| them. 


Baptists are everywhere behind others in Te- 
to men and means, If we had the men, we 
could send -at least five at once to important 


The mild Glad vhidinis wi 


long , 
lovers of Jesus had euch opportunities and re- 
sponsibilities. Will they be equal to them? 
Will our American bretMfen help us to keop 
pace with them? Will we bs enabled to keep 
up cultivation with the growing fields? The 
Lord grant that more interest may. be felt, more 


prayers offered, more means given, that the 
Board may be able to respond to the many ur- 
gent calls, to zend laborers into the ripening 


harvest. 
«J. C. A Ke My. 
* Cmcaco, lu.” 


Breaking Wills. _ 
So many wills have been broken on question- 
able pretexts, that it is a current zaying that, in 


order to be certain that bis money will be ap- 


ied as he designs, a man rhust execute his own 
en "The lato Mien Sophia 7. Snow, of Boston, 


or breaks it, may he, «he, or they find no peace for 
mind and body in this world or in the world to come.” 


encouragement given to our Home Mizsion, more 
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From Dakota. 


Dzax Bno. I hereby «end to the Rooms my 
third quarterly report. Decided progress has 
been made. Our Bible-schbool is one of the en- 
couraging features of our work. An effort is 
being made to more fully complete our house of 
worship inside. A young Christian's prayer- 
meeting is gustained, which is working a decided 
influence for good upon those recently brought 
into the church. We are feeling the need of a 
parsonage. The expenses of living on this field 
have been greatly increazed during the past 
year, | I could not have lived on tbe field during 
the past six months had it not been for the 
liberal donations of the church and community. 
We trust that the Lord will provide for us. Da- 
kota is missionary ground emphatically now, but 
its developments for our. cause will be rapid if 
men are for a few years sustained. It is now the 
poor man's home. I greatly desire that some 
member of the Board would look over in person 
this important field. 

T. H. Jupsox, Aba 

VERMILION, DaKoTa. 


_ 
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Hoping and Trusting. 

Dzax Bro. My first quarter has expired, 
and encloged with this, you will find my report. 
I have been Iaboring as is my wont in the 
field agsigned me, with zome tokens of the divine 
ſavor. At this time we are baving preaching 
every night at this place. We have bad good con- 
gregations. On last Sabbath I baptized five, and 
five more are waiting for next Sunday. At a 
«tation in the country five more are waiting for 
baptiom at our next meeting. At this point, I 
am trying to get = house built, 25 ſeet by 50 
ſeet, which we hope to finih during the year, 
and at another point we bope to build a house 
of the same size. ' Thus we go hoping and trust- 
ing. At another point we cre trying to erect 
a building 30 by 40 ſeet ; if we succeed, this will 
add three new points of interest to my field of 
labor. 

May God bless you and the great work you 
are trying to carry on, 

Yours faithfully in the Goepel, 
Stuart Avans, Mizzionary. 
Gzrexviize, Atl. 


— ae —_- 


Cannot be Expresscd In Figures. 
Dxzar Bro. —I herewith zubmit my report of! Mile 
labor performed for the past quarter ; or rather, 
a ſew figures conceruing<he same. These cannot 
express the joy I experience in the work. 
They do not speak of the many miles I have 


brethren at the Rooms. 'Trust I «hall not have 


| the fields are white, ready for the harvest. The 


to wait long for returns from the treacury of 
$75.00, as I wish toowe no man anything but to 
love one another. I am your brother in Christ, 

J. H. McGaurzsx, Mizzionary. 
Scuvrizz Lax, N. Y. 


A Cood Suggestion. 
« To the Editor of The National Baptict — 

*A graduate of Brown University, of the class 
of 1838, proposes that each graduate shall give \ 
or collect ten dollars or more towards the ten | help. But. thene, * kind-hearted and 
thousand dollars needed to complete the building DP 
of the Wayland Seminary, at Washington City. #- 
We will gladly receive any similar suggestions churches forget that the * mothers themeelve 
to accomplich a work fraught with 80 many muzst be fod and nouriahed, Thees 
blessings for the freedmen in this land, and for | **** ndorned by the miniaters and degoons 
the multitudes in Africa who have not heard of | *2* We sincerely hope our churches will «« 
Christ. The great work for the freedmen muat | **9 394 correct theee mistakes. | 
not cease. The present Board of the American | * There is another thing, Our brethren se6 
Baptist Home Miasion Society, we rejoice to| to avoid the towns and cities. This is naw 
learn by the letter of E. E. L. Taylor, D. D., have | Instances were given where three, four, and fl 
« declared it to bs their policy to proes the [churches wore found, cloes around a growitg *; 
freedmen's work more vigorously than ever.” | town, and that a county-ccat, and no Bapy # - 
Let us all aid by feryent prayers and enlarged | charch in town. And other places where 
gifts.” were feeble churches in towns which were 

Notz.—We heartily endorse the above suggestion, | ing centers of trade and influence, which 
and commend it not only to the alumni of Browns Uni- | be made astrong and vigorous, if = fow 
versity, but to every friend of freedmen education. churches in the country near by would £7 

_ date. It is a wonder our dear brethren and & þ- 
Southern IHiinoils. ters do not nee the mistake they ar Army of 

The following interesting sketob, taken from | 9914 not, ws think, make them blunder thus / 
needs of Southarn Illinois as.a fietd for miaxion- | 24-400 0b atook for their acres, they wo 
ary effort, The writer aays: 8ay, * This will not do; I must" #ell off” we 
and Mizsieaippi Railroad is called Egypt. There | *<* 25 many balF-atarved. 
is a wrong impreasion as to the origin of this 
name. Ancient Egypt was noted for two things, 
« Darkness and Corn.” Now ome auppose the 
firs; was the cause of this name being applied to 
this region. It is a mistake. It was because in 
an early day they came down from the North to 
© buy corn,” And there is corn (wheat) here yet. 
The harvest is very heavy ; to-day, Jane 18, it is 
falling fast before the glittering blade of the 
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merry reapers. | 
* Alas! the moral barvest is not «0 plentiful. 
The sheaves do not stand. 80 thickly; And yet 


laborers are few. 'This week I have attended the 


Mile Aszociation, at Tamaroa. In the programme 
Elder D. P. French was to «peak of the * needs” 
of this part of the State. Being our General 
Movienery, tor 19s. qaatien by. agate Boy Beds 
and those not always _ located. —_ and 
balf-dozen Baptists cannot haye a cbureh at their | c 
door, It is not always wise to orgainize a church 
wenny wy Hg OO IT 
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